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Honouring Hamilton’s past ¢

Royal Connaught landmark revived as luxury condominium breaks ground

DIANNE DANEL

Special to QM Agency
evel a building and a
of higtory is gone
Restore it to its
former grandeur — repur-
posed for a new generation
of users — and you Imme-
diately sense you've accom-

able. i

That's how many residents
of Hamilton, Ont., are feeling
now that construction has
started on phase one of the
Residences of Royal Con- —
e e ErEe Do enel I K. host o st et oyl Hlfmood s, s Byl Cormeinght

ent
valery Homes and Spallacei mmrﬂl |landmark for nearly a century.

! the City. "There have beena

you couldn’t have sald a
building downtown at a
goad price,” he said. “Now
we're even getting into bid-
ding wars which is unique
forus”
The City of Hamilton is
offering several incentives
o promote restora-
tion projects. From reduced
downtown development
charges and Interest-free
loans to fagade grants and a
unique phased-in approach
to taxes, the goal is to alle-
viate some of the upfront

Group that s res| the town, boasting a hreath-
s ek e ohawral Laih
Norton, manager of urban Omntario and the Niagara
renewal for the City of Ham- Escarpment.

The Residences of Royal

“Many of us have some
connection to it so it's always
kind of hurt seelng it sit thers
empry,” sald Norton, who

::jth.e former Royal Con-
Thursday

receptions and high school
proms there. Now, they can
own a plece of the clty’s his-
tory themselves.

The Royal Connaught
opened in 1916, immedi-

nitaries. Standing 50 metres
ta].l, it was a palatlal pres-
ence in Hamilton's down-

Connaught is staying true
to that original grandeur.
With phase one already
more than 80 per cent sold,

umvedled
bt e
15 penthouse units. Pent-
house ceilings reach up to
16 feet, windows are over-
sized, and all living areas are
appointed with premium

finishes,

“.The Resldences of the
Royal Connaught is trul
unn: uf-a-ktnd“igt can nevery

be replicated, so It's unlyﬂt—
ting that the Penthouse Col-
lection will be truly exqui-
site;” said Ted Valeri, presi-
dent of Valery Homes, in a
starenant.

Norton calls the rejuvena-

casts, sald Norton.

The city Is also support-
Ing downtown revitaliza-
Hon by supporting the Gore
Park promenade which will
be integrated with the land-
scaping plan for the Resi-
dences of Royal Connaught,
In addition, the farmer's
market and llbrary were
recently renovated, and a
new bus terminal was built
so that fumes would no
longer permeate the Gore

Park area.
“What we're trying to
In our downtown Ls
that feeling of human scale,
walkabiliry, clean and safe,
and interesting,” he said.
"When you think of Mis-
sissauga, you can't identify
a downtown there, they're

scratch. Well, we've got one.

It's a 100-plus years old so

st need to preserve it
improve it”




